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ESTIMATED  WORLD  PRUNE  AND  FIG  OUTPUT  UP; 
RAISINS,  CURRANTS,  AND  APRICOTS  DOWN 


World  commercial  production  in  1976  of  prunes 
and  figs  increased  3.5  and  1.7  percent,  respectively, 
over  1975  levels,  in  spite  of  smaller  crops  in  the 
United  States.^  World  production  of  raisins,  currants, 
and  dried  apricots  declined.  Because  of  unseasonable 
rains  during  the  drying  season,  California's  raisin 
production  was  officially  estimated  in  January  at 
94,700  tons,^  although  marketable  production  may 
e  considerably  less. 

Apricots 

Foreign  production  of  dried  apricots  is  estimated 
at  16,000  tons  in  1976,  compared  with  22,000  tons 
in  1975,  as  a  result  of  declines  in  output  by  both 
major  producers-Iran  and  Turkey.  Foreign  exports  in 
the  1975/76  season  totaled  14,300  tons,  compared 
with  12,500  tons  in  the  1974/75  season. 

United  States  production  in  1976  is  now  reported 
by  USDA's  Statistical  Reporting  Service  as  4,200 
tons,  up  5  percent  from  the  1976  total.  The  United 
States  exported  800  tons  of  dried  apricots  during 
1975/76  and  exports  during  the  first  8  months  of 
1976/77  were  716  tons,  compared  with  496  tons  in 
the  same  period  of  the  previous  year. 

Turkey's  dried  apricot  production  in  1976  is  now 
estimated  at  7,000  tons,  compared  with  10,000  tons 
during  1975.  Unfavorable  weather  during  and  after 
bloom  reduced  the  fruit  set  and  higher  domestic 
prices  for  fresh  apricots  encouraged  some  producers 
to  market  their  crops  as  fresh  fruit.  The  quality  is 
reported  to  be  superior,  with  no  scale  damage. 
Exports  of  dried  apricots  during  1975/76  were  4,373 


Trade  data  for  the  most  recent  years  are  taken  from 
^ports  by  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  for  all  countries  except 
PFne  United  States  and  Afghanistan.  U.S.  data  are  from  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census;  Afghan  data  are  from  the  Afghan 
Raisin  Export  Promotion  Institute. 

All  tons  are  metric. 


tons,  compared  with  2,484  tons  during  1974/75.  The 
forecast  for  1976/77  exports  is  for  4,000  tons. 
France,  West  Germany,  the  United  States,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  Italy  are  the  major  markets  for  Turkish 
dried  apricots. 

The  estimate  of  Iran's  production  of  dried  apricots 
in  1976  has  been  lowered  to  6,000  tons  because  of 
the  greater-than-expected  freeze  damage  to  the  crop 
from  heavy  snow  and  cold  in  Khorassan  and  Azer- 
baijan. Hail  also  reduced  the  volume  of  fruit  on  the 
trees,  but  the  quality  is  reported  good  as  a  result  of 
the  reduced  load.  Output  in  1975  is  estimated  at 
9,300  tons.  Exports  for  the  1976/77  marketing  year 
are  forecast  at  5,000  tons,  a  decHne  of  40  percent 
compared  with  the  8,400  tons  exported  in  1975/76. 

Iran's  Export  Promotion  Center  and  the  Dried 
Fruit  Syndicate  have  attempted  to  encourage  apricot 
production,  but  their  efforts  have  not  had  the  desired 
impact.  Few  new  plantings  have  been  reported  and 
some  growers  reportedly  are  switching  to  apples, 
mainly  because  there  is  more  profit  in  apple  varieties 
such  as  Red  and  Yellow  Delicious,  and  lower  storage 
and  transportation  costs  are  lower  for  apples  than  for 
fresh  apricots.  Brown  spot  disease  is  reported  to  be  a 
continuing  problem  with  apricots,  even  though  the 
Turkish  Seed  and  Plant  Improvement  Institute  has 
been  attempting  to  develop  varieties  resistant  to  both 
disease  and  frost. 

Dried  apricot  production  in  Spain  is  now  esti- 
mated at  800  tons.  Drought  conditions  in  the  early 
part  of  1976  were  beheved  to  have  reduced  produc- 
tion further,  but  the  final  reports  show  no  decline 
from  the  1975  total.  Exports  during  1976/77  are 
forecast  at  725  tons. 

Currants 

As  a  result  of  a  revised  estimate  of  the  Greek  crop, 
world  currant  production  in  1976  is  now  estimated  at 
64,800  tons,  down  13.4  percent  from  the  74,800 


tons  recorded  for  1975.  Estimated  exports  in 
1976/77  are  reduced  to  50,900  tons  from  the  54,800 
tons  of  the  previous  year.  An  early  report  from 
Austraha  puts  1977  currant  production  there  at 
6,000  tons. 

The  currant  outturn  in  1 976  in  Greece  (the  only 
major  producer)  was  more  severely  affected  by 
adverse  weather  conditions  than  previously  believed. 
Dry  weather  during  1975,  cold  weather  during  the 
1976  blooming  period,  and  disease  outbreaks  late  in 
the  season  caused  by  high  humidity,  contributed  to  a 
drop  in  output  from  67,900  tons  in  1975  to  59,600 
tons  in  1976.  Also,  the  area  under  production 
declined  from  32,400  hectares  in  1975  to  30,950 
hectares  in  1976  as  a  result  of  Government  incentives 
for  uprooting  vines,  and  a  shortage  of  labor.  The 
Government  has  announced  a  subsidy  program  to 
encourage  farmers  to  uproot  2,100  hectares  of 
currant  vineyards  in  areas  of  the  Pelopennesus,  where 
climatic  conditions  and  elevation  create  problems  of 
timely  drying  and  lower  grades  of  fruit  are  produced. 

The  1976/77  export  estimate  for  Greece  is  re- 
duced from  an  earlier  figure  of  53,000  tons  to  50,000 
tons  and  estimated  exports  in  1975/76  are  reduced 
from  56,000  tons  to  53,000  tons.  Stocks  were  only 
1 1,000  tons  at  the  beginning  of  this  season,  compared 
with  42,000  tons  the  previous  year.  Therefore,  an 
export  level  of  50,000  tons  will  require  a  drop  in 
domestic  consumption  from  46,000  tons  in  1975/76 
to  1 1,000  tons  this  season,  which  is  possible  because 
only  small  amounts  of  dried  fruits  are  used  for  food. 
Variations  in  consumption  are  primarily  a  reflection 
of  the  subsidy  programs  of  the  Government,  which 
influence  the  conversion  of  surplus  dried  fruit  into 
alcohol.  Export  prices  for  currants  recently  were 
between  $950  and  $1,050  per  ton,  compared  with  an 
opening  price  of  $560  to  $570  in  September. 

A  report  from  Australia  indicates  that  heavy  rains 
in  the  Sunraysia  district  on  February  20  and  21 
halted  harvesting  operations,  but  there  was  no 
damage  to  the  currant  crop  because  the  harvest  had 
been  virtually  completed  before  the  rains.  Production 
for  1977  is  estimated  at  approximately  6,000  tons. 

Figs 

Production  of  dried  figs  during  1976  in  five 
foreign  countries  totaled  94,700  tons,  a  4.2  percent 
increase  over  1975's  output.  Declines  in  Italy,  Portu- 
gal, and  Spain  were  more  than  offset  by  increases  in 
Greece  and  Turkey. 

Production  in  the  United  States  suffered  severely 
as  a  result  of  the  September  rains.  The  Statistical 
Reporting  Service's  January  estimate  was  8,300  tons, 
20  percent  below  1975  production,  with  5,600  tons 
considered  standard  and  2,700  tons  substandard.  This 
compares  to  7,983  tons  of  standard  figs  and  2,449 
tons  of  substandard  in  1975.  (Current  estimates  from 


the  trade  indicate  that  1976  total  output  will 
closer  to  8,900  tons.)  Total  exports  of  dried  figs,  fig 
paste,  and  industrial  grade  figs  by  the  five  foreign 
producers  is  forecast  at  52,600  tons,  11.7  percent 
above  the  1975/76  total. 

Fig  production  in  Greece  for  1976  is  estimated  at 
22,500  tons,  up  nearly  12  percent  from  1975's  level. 
Rains  at  the  end  of  August  were  believed  to  have 
damaged  the  crop,  but  output  exceeded  early  fore- 
casts. No  breakdown  by  grade  of  fruit  is  available. 
Exports  during  the  current  marketing  year  are  fore- 
cast at  12,000  tons,  compared  with  10,000  tons 
exported  in  1975/76. 

In  Portugal,  the  combined  Algarve  and  northern 
crop  this  season  is  estimated  at  1,600  tons,  down  73 
percent  from  last  year's  outturn.  Production  in  the 
Algarve  this  year  is  put  at  1,100  tons  and  the 
northern  crop  remains  unchanged  at  500  tons. 
Almost  continuous  rains  between  August  and  Novem- 
ber in  the  Algarve  prevented  the  bulk  of  the  crop 
from  maturing  properly,  making  it  unmarketable.  An 
estimated  80  percent  of  the  Algarve  crop  was  lost. 

Exports  of  figs  and  fig  paste  combined  totaled 
about  2,310  tons  in  the  marketing  year  1975/76,  up 
nearly  75  percent  from  the  year-earUer  total.  In  the 
first  quarter  (September-November)  of  1976/77 
marketing  year,  shipments  of  fig  paste  totaled  176 
tons  and  fresh  figs  were  12.3  tons.  The  princ 
buyers  of  fig  paste  were  West  Germany  and 
United  Kingdom,  while  the  fresh  figs  went  to  SoutE 
Africa  and  the  Azores,  Domestic  consumption 
dropped  6.2  percent  from  1974/75  and  is  expected  to 
drop  by  42  percent  (to  only  1,750  tons)  in  1976/77, 
owing  to  the  very  tight  supply  situation.  Carry -in 
stocks  in  September  were  estimated  at  865  tons.  As  a 
result  of  the  short  crop,  carry  out  stocks  from 
1976/77  are  expected  to  be  negligible. 

Production  of  dried  figs  in  Italy  in  1976  is 
estimated  at  8,600  tons,  a  dechne  of  20  percent  from 
the  1975  crop.  Fresh  fig  production  was  adversely 
affected  by  prolonged  rains  and  cool  temperatures 
during  the  summer  and  early  fall,  causing  poor 
quality  and  a  crop  of  111,500  tons,  8.5  percent 
smaller  than  the  fresh  fig  crop  in  1975.  The  propor- 
tion of  fresh  figs  utilized  for  drying  declined  from 
23.4  percent  in  1975  to  20.6  percent  in  1976-a 
decline  is  attributed  to  increased  demand  for  fresh 
figs  in  the  generally  improved  economic  conditions  of 
1976. 

Italy  is  a  net  importer  of  dried  figs,  taking  3,789 
tons  in  1975/76  and  exporting  1,481  tons  in  the  same 
period.  Imports  in  1975/76  were  one-third  greater 
than  in  1974/75,  primarily  as  a  result  of  the  favorable 
prices  of  dried  figs  from  Greece  and  Turkey.  Conse- 
quently, imports  from  Greece  and  Turkey  are  graded 
packed,  and  re-exported,  which  partly  accounts 
the  increased  exports  of  dried  figs  in  recent  ye 
Consumption  of  dried  figs  during  1975/76  reverse 
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trend  of  recent  years  and  rose  from  10,394  tons 
m  1974/75  to  12,698  tons  in  1975/76,  boosted  by 
the  low  prices. 

The  outlook  for  the  1976/77  marketing  year  is  for 
imports  to  fall  back  to  2,300  tons  as  a  result  of  the 
higher  international  prices.  Because  of  the  smaller 
1976  production  and  reduced  imports,  forecasts  are 
set  at  10,100  tons  for  consumption  and  at  1,200  tons 
for  exports. 

Spain's  fig  production  in  1976  suffered  from  rains 
in  August  and  is  estimated  at  2,000  tons— the  smallest 
crop  since  1972  and  only  half  of  1975's  output. 
Domestic  consumption  in  1976/77  is  forecast  at  only 
375  tons.  Exports  are  forecast  at  1,700  tons,  down 
more  than  50  percent  from  the  1975/76  total. 

Turkey  has  reported  an  increase  in  output  of  dried 
figs  during  1976.  The  official  production  estimate  of 
60,000  tons  remains  unchanged  since  September. 
However,  some  traders  and  producers  report  that 
substantial  increases  in  fresh  fig  consumption  this 
year  could  reduce  the  dried  fig  tonnage  to  around 
55,000  tons.  Dried  fig  production  in  1975  was 
50,000  tons.  Rains  and  cooler-than-normal  weather 
during  ripening  and  drying  affected  the  crop  in  some 
locations  and  increased  the  quantity  of  industrial  figs 
to  around  10,000  tons.  The  overall  cleanliness  and 
quality  of  the  commercial  crop,  however,  appeared  to 
better  than  the  previous  year's. 
Registered  exports  of  figs,  fig  paste,  and  industrial 
s  as  of  December  1,  1976,  amounted  to  31,051 
tons,  compared  with  26,152  tons  on  the  same  date  a 
year  earlier.  The  major  increase  was  in  exports  of 
natural  and  processed  figs  and  fig  paste.  Fig  sales 
increased  from  22,490  tons  in  1975/76  to  25,651 
tons  in  1976/77  and  paste  sales  increased  from  2,492 
tons  to  5,237  tons.  Sales  of  industrial  figs  (hourda) 
declined  from  1,170  tons  to  613  tons.  Fig  and  fig 
paste  exports  in  1976/77  are  forecast  to  reach  37,000 
tons. 

Transfer  of  commercial  dried  fig  stocks  from  one 
year  to  the  next  is  not  a  common  practice  in  Turkey 
because  there  are  no  proper  facilities  to  store  dried 
figs  for  the  following  market  year.  TARIS  (the 
Government-controlled  marketing  cooperative)  con- 
tinues to  process  leftover  figs  into  alcohol  and  syrup 
for  local  usage.  Private  traders  also  purchase  waste 
figs  and  make  syrup  for  the  local  market.  Domestic 
utilization  is  almost  entirely  of  this  nature  and 
consumption  of  natural  or  packed  dried  figs  is  not 
significant. 

Prunes 

Production  of  dried  prunes  in  the  United  States 
and   selected    countries   totaled    176,400   tons  in 
76-up  from  170,500  tons  in  1975.  Foreign  pro- 
tion  is  now  estimated  at  44,900  tons,  27  percent 
ater  than  the  35,300  tons  in  1975.  The  record 


crop  in  France  more  than  compensated  for  the  short 
crop  in  Yugoslavia,  Foreign  exports  in  marketing  year 
1975/76  were  revised  to  20,900  tons,  versus  20,700 
tons  in  1974/75. 

A  revised  estimate  for  the  State  of  California  puts 
production  in  the  United  States  at  131,500  tons  in 
1976,  compared  with  135,200  tons  in  1975.  United 
States  exports  set  a  new  record  at  58,987  tons,  36.5 
percent  larger  than  exports  in  the  1974/75  season.  So 
far  during  the  1976/77  season  (September-February), 
United  States  exports  have  been  29,596  tons  or  82 
percent  of  exports  in  that  period  last  season  but  45.8 
percent  larger  than  exports  for  the  same  months  of 
1974/75. 

Yugoslavia's  dried  prune  output  is  now  estimated 
by  the  local  trade  at  about  5,000  tons,  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  21,150  tons  produced  in  1975  and 
less  than  one-fourth  of  the  average  Yugoslav  produc- 
tion in  1966-75  (20,972  tons).  The  fresh  plum  crop 
of  564,000  tons  was  41  percent  smaller  than  the 
1975  crop  and  between  60  and  65  percent  of  the 
crop  was  processed  into  brandy  because  of  the  poor 
quality  of  the  plums. 

Several  factors  combined  to  reduce  the  fresh  plum 
crop.  A  severe  attack  of  rust  in  1975  reduced  both 
the  productivity  and  number  of  trees  of  bearing  age 
in  1976.  The  number  of  plum  trees  declined  from 
73.6  milhon  in  1975  to  73.2  milHon  in  1976. 
Unfavorable  weather  during  the  blooming  period 
reduced  the  fruit  set,  and  rainy  and  cool  weather 
during  the  harvest  (August/September)  reduced  the 
quahty  of  the  fresh  plums,  making  them  unsuitable 
for  sun  drying  operations  on  private  farms. 

Yugoslavia's  dried  prune  exports  in  the  1976/77 
marketing  year  are  estimated  at  only  about  2,000 
tons,  compared  to  12,825  tons  in  the  previous  year. 
Even  if  most  of  this  year's  exports  go  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  Yugoslavia  will  not  be  able  to  fulfill  its  export 
commitments  to  that  country.  In  1975/76,  about  76 
percent  of  total  exports  went  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
Other  buyers  were  Poland,  France,  Austria,  West 
Germany,  and  Italy. 

The  guaranteed  purchase  price  for  dried  prunes 
with  85-96  count  per  half  kilogram  was  fixed  at 
11.50  dinars  (63  U.S.  cents)  per  kilogram.  The  price 
for  fresh  plums  for  drying  was  fixed  at  1.78  dinars 
(10  U.S.  cents)  per  kilogram.  However,  as  a  result  of 
the  production  shortfall,  local  purchasing  organiza- 
tions agreed  to  pay  13  dinars  (71  U.S.  cents)  per 
kilogram  for  prunes  from  old  primitive  driers  on 
private  farms,  and  3  dinars  (16  U.S.  cents)  per 
kilogram  for  fresh  plums. 

As  expected,  French  prune  production  in  1976  set 
a  record  because  of  the  reserve  vigor  of  the  trees.  The 
summer  drought  had  little  effect,  and  the  crop 
rebounded  from  470  tons  in  1975  to  25,000  tons. 
There  was  a  high  proportion  of  small-size  fruit,  but 
the  quality  was  good.  Prehminary  reports  indicate 
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that  1977  production  may  be  severely  affected  by 
April  freeze  damage  during  the  bloom. 

French  imports  of  prunes  are  anticipated  to  range 
from  3,000  to  4,000  tons,  depending  on  the  relative 
value  of  the  U.S.  dollar  compared  with  the  French 
franc.  (Imports  of  dried  prunes  from  the  United 
States  in  the  period  September  1 -November  30  were 
only  1,250  tons.) -During  the  1975/76  season,  imports 
of  dried  prunes  totaled  16,540  tons,  of  which  15,125 
tons  were  imported  from  the  United  States  and  1,135 
from  Yugoslavia. 

Imports  from  Yugoslavia,  which  usually  consist  of 
small-size  fruit,  will  be  low  this  season,  since  the 
proportion  of  small  sizes  in  the  French  crop  is  higher 
than  usual  and  Yugoslavia  will  have  httle  to  export. 
As  a  result  of  the  large  crop,  French  prune  exports 
should  reach  3,000-3,500  tons  in  the  1976/77  season, 
with  most  of  the  shipments  being  destined  to  West 
European  countries. 

Market  prices  for  United  States  dried  prunes,  size 
33/44  per  half  kilogram  delivered  in  Villeneuve, 
climbed  from  6.00-6.20  francs  ($  1 .23-$  1 .27)  per 
kilogram  in  September  to  6.30-6.50  francs 
($1.29-51.33)  per  kilogram  in  December,  when 
United  States  availabilities  of  the  larger  sizes  de- 
creased. By  comparison.  United  States  prune  whole- 
sale prices  in  1975/76  followed  a  steady  downward 
trend,  with  5.70-5.90  francs  ($1 .28-$1.32)  per  kilo- 
gram at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  5.50-5.80 
francs  ($1.23-51.30)  per  kilogram  in  January  1976. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  French  Agricultural 
Intervention  Agency  (FORMA),  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Prune  Interprofessional  Board  (BIP)  in 
1963,  to  allocate  yearly  budgets  for  prune  promotion 
and  market  regularization.  This  budget  is  largely 
financed  by  a  tax  levied  on  the  gross  sales  of 
producers  and  drying  plants.  With  an  insignificant 
prune  crop  of  470  tons  in  1975,  the  prune  budget 
was  sharply  reduced  to  2.2  milhon  francs,  compared 
with  6.4  million  francs  the  previous  season. 

With  an  abundant  1976  crop,  the  1976/77  budget 
has  been  set  at  6,848,500  francs,  allocated  as  follows: 

•  2,450,000  francs  to  the  French  national  market 
development  agency  for  promotion  of  French  prunes 
on  domestic  and  European  markets; 

•  474,000  francs  to  BIP  for  a  similar  objective; 

•  624,500  francs  to  the  Technical  Center  for 
Canned  Products  to  improve  techniques  of  producing, 
storing,  and  marketing  prunes; 

•  3,300,000  francs  devoted  to  various  market 
regularization  actions  that  are  under  the  direct 
responsibility  of  FORMA. 

Raisins 

Raisin  production  in  seven  foreign  countries 
(Turkey,  Greece,  Afghanistan,  Australia,  Iran,  South 
Africa,  and  Spain)  is  now  estimated  at  377,500  tons. 


3  percent  below  the  level  achieved  in  1975.  A  drop 
30,000  tons  in  Turkey's  outturn  accounts  for  most 
the  decline.  The  export  forecast  for  marketing  year 
1976/77  for  the  seven  countries  is  now  set  at  310,300 
tons.  Excluding  Afghanistan  (for  which  1975  export 
data  are  not  available),  foreign  exports  of  raisins  in 
1976/77  are  forecast  at  250,300  tons,  7.7  percent 
below  the  comparable  1975/76  figure. 

In  January,  the  Statistical  Reporting  Service  esti- 
mated raisin  production  in  the  United  States  at 
194,666  tons,  which  includes  substandard  raisins 
diverted  to  other  (nonfood)  uses,  but  not  an  esti- 
mated 36,290  tons  not  harvested  because  of  severe 
damage  from  the  September  rains.  While  the  SRS 
figure  reflects  the  dried  equivalent  of  the  grapes 
utilized  for  raisin  production,  it  probably  does  not 
reflect  the  quantity  of  marketable  raisins.  Trade 
sources  now  believe  that  the  marketable  crop  will  be 
closer  to  120,000  tons.  Industry  estimates  of  market- 
able production  have  tended  to  be  the  lowest,  but 
have  been  increasing  gradually  as  efforts  continue  to 
recondition  damaged  raisins  still  in  storage. 

United  States  exports  during  1975/76  totaled 
64,900  tons.  Exports  through  February  of  the  cur- 
rent marketing  year  totaled  23,530  tons,  or  one-third 
less  than  the  35,318  tons  shipped  during  the  same 
period  of  1975/76.  Exports  thus  far  this  season  hav 
been  primarily  shipments  out  of  stocks  ag 
previous  commitments.  Exports  during  the  sec 
half  of  the  marketing  year  will  be  declining  sharply" 
January  exports  were  only  1,452  tons,  or  less  than 
one-third  of  the  January  1976  figure;  while  February 
exports  were  less  than  9  percent  of  the  7,006  tons 
shipped  in  February  a  year  earlier. 

Australia  received  heavy  rains  in  the  Sunraysia 
district  on  February  20/21,  1977,  halting  the  sultana 
harvest  and  causing  some  fruit  losses  from  fruit  drop 
and  splitting.  However,  subsequent  weather  has  been 
cold  and  dry  and  mold  outbreaks  have  been  light. 
About  half  the  crop  had  been  picked  when  the  rains 
fell  and  many  farmers  immediately  cut  canes  and 
switched  to  vine  drying  to  prevent  further  losses  from 
splitting  fruit.  The  current  production  estimate  for 
1977  is  54,000  tons,  a  reduction  of  10  percent  from 
the  previous  estimate  as  well  as  from  the  1976  harvest 
of  60,500  tons.  Current  export  allocations  for  1977 
total  38,000  tons,  including  4,000  tons  held  in 
reserve  to  meet  additional  export  demand.  Alloca- 
tions are  as  follows:  Canada,  14,000;  New  Zealand, 
5,500;  Japan,  3,000;  United  Kingdom,  10,000;  and 
others,  1,500  tons.  Exports  in  1976  totaled  46,500 
tons. 

The  estimate  for  1977  production  of  lexia  raisins 
is  3,000  to  4,000  tons.  Rains  caused  some  loss  to  the 
1976  crop,  but  a  major  determinant  of  the  pack  will 
be  the  demand  from  the  wineries.  A  wine  indus^ 
spokesman  indicated  that  there  was  a  shortage 
between  40,000  and  50,000  tons  of  grapes  for  wh 


i 


have 


will 


4 


^^Hhe.  Consequently,  wineries  are  offering  very  attrac- 
^tive  prices  for  Gordo  and  Waltham  varieties.  Accord- 
ingly, the  lexia  raisin  pack  for  1976  may  be  less  than 
the  5,600  tons  now  estimated,  with  only  a  small 

• amount  available  for  export. 
Production  of  raisins  in  Greece  for  1976  is  now 
estimated  at  81,300  tons,  down  6.6  percent  from  the 

1975  total.  Adverse  weather  in  Crete,  Greece's  main 
producing  area  for  sultanas,  was  the  principal  reason 
for  the  drop  in  output.  The  cultivated  area  remains 
unchanged  at  33,400  hectares.  The  strong  world 
demand  for  raisins  is  expected  to  assist  Greece  in 
selUng  its  estimated  75,000  tons  of  exportable  fruit, 
compared  with  80,000  tons  during  1975/76. 

In  Iran,  raisin  output  benefited  from  good  rainfall 
during  the  growing  season,  resulting  in  increased 
tonnage  and  improved  quality.  Total  production  in 

1976  was  60,000  tons,  compared  with  58,500  tons  in 
1975.  The  larger  outturn  occurred  in  spite  of  cold 
weather  and  icy  conditions  in  Khorrasan  and  Azer- 
baijan. Because  of  the  strong  world  demand  for 
raisins,  the  export  forecast  has  been  increased  to 
45,500  tons  although  some  sources  believe  that  Iran's 
exports  could  go  as  high  as  the  49,600  tons  of 
1975/76.  Export  markets  for  Iran's  raisins  in  1975/76 
and  tonnage  shipped  were:  USSR,  17,866;  West 
Germany,    10,261;   German  Democratic  Republic, 

•n5;  the  United  Kingdom,  3,725;  Iraq,  1,960; 
ligary,  1,931;  Saudi  Arabia,  1,719;  Kuwait,  1,153; 
ance,  1,111;  Poland,  948;  and  Czechoslavakia,  925. 
Raisin  production  in  Spain  during  1976  was  not  as 
severely  reduced  by  summer  drought  conditions  as 
expected  earher.  Total  output  is  now  placed  at  3,600 
tons.  Malaga  production  is  estimated  at  3,000  tons 
and  that  of  Denias  at  600  tons.  Domestic  consump- 
tion is  estimated  at  2,600  tons,  off  500  tons  from  the 
previous  year's  as  a  result  of  strong  export  demand 
for  raisins.  Exports  may  reach  1,300  tons  in  1976/77. 

In  Turkey,  the  official  estimate  of  the  1976  raisin 
crop  remains  at  95,530  tons,  but  the  United  States 
Agricultural  Attache  reports  that  a  closer  estimate 
would  be  80,000  tons.  When  TARIS  completed  its 
purchases  on  November  30,  it  reported  about  72,200 


tons  of  raisins  purchased.  Producers  probably  sold  an 
additional  5,000  tons  for  local  consumption  and 
another  3,000  tons  are  being  held  by  producers  and 
middlemen.  The  crop  suffered  from  frequent  temper- 
ature variations  and  untimely  rains  during  the  sum- 
mer that  not  only  delayed  the  grape  harvest  but  also 
caused  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  raisins  and 
discouraged  the  development  of  a  secondary  crop. 

Total  export  sales  of  raisins  from  Turkey  during 
the  1976/77  marketing  year  are  forecast  by  the 
Agricultural  Attache  to  reach  80,000  tons- 70,000 
tons  of  the  1976  crop  plus  an  additional  10,000  tons 
from  the  1975  crop  shipped  this  season.  Total 
exports  during  1975/76  were  95,216  tons.  Registered 
exports  during  September  1 -January  24  of  this  mar- 
keting year  were  60,570  tons,  compared  with  47,000 
tons  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey's  total  availability  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1975/76  season  was  140,800  tons  (30,800  stocks; 
110,000  production).  Since  the  total  availability  at 
the  beginning  of  this  season  was  much  smaller 
(92,000  tons,  comprised  of  12,000  stocks  and  80,000 
production),  Turkey  may  be  sold  out  of  raisins  fairly 
early  in  the  season.  Approximately  49,000  tons  of 
raisins  were  registered  for  shipment  in  the  first  5 
weeks  of  the  season  at  prices  between  S600  and  $700 
per  ton,  f.o.b.,  for  standard  No.  9  raisins.  This 
prompted  the  Government  to  declare  on  October  5 
that  only  TARIS  would  be  allowed  to  export  raisins. 
The  price  quickly  rose  to  $1,200  by  mid-November, 
but  has  since  declined  to  around  $1,025. 

The  Afghan  Raisin  Export  Promotion  Institute 
reports  1976  raisin  production  in  Afghanistan  at  an 
estimated  80,000  tons,  one-third  larger  than  the 
60,000  tons  estimated  for  1975.  Raisin  exports  for 
1976/77  are  estimated  at  60,000  tons.  The  Afghan 
Raisin  Export  Promotion  Institute  was  created  by  the 
Export  Promotion  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  in  1975  to  improve  the  quality  of  ex- 
ported raisins,  to  provide  marketing  assistance  to 
individual  firms,  to  encourage  technological  develop- 
ment, and  to  act  as  a  spokeman  for  the  raisin  industry 
before  the  Government. 
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APRICOTS,  DRIED:    COMMERCIAL  HIODUCTION 

 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  

Country  ;  1972  ;  1973  [  197^  ;  1975  ;  1976i/ 
 •  •  •  •   •  


Australia  :  2.1  2.h  1.8  0.7  1.1 

Iran  :  10.0  8.5  8.6  9.3  6.0 

South  Africa   :  1.2  1.0  .8  1.2  1.1 

Spain  :  1.1  .7  .7  .8  .8 

Turkey  ;  8.0  10.0  '    8.0         10.0  7.0 

Foreign  total  ;  22.h  22.6  I9.9  22.0         16. 0 


Iftiited  States   ;     2.7  ^.0  2.^  ^-.0  h.2 

Grand  total  ;    25.1  25.6  22.3  26.0  20.2 

1/  Estimated 

i 

APRICOTS,  DRIED:    EXPORTS  EROM  PRINCIPAL  PRODUCING  COUNTRIES 

 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  

:  Year  1/ 

Country  :  1972/73  !  1973/7^  !  197V75  i  1975/76  '1976/77^ 

 •  •  m  •  •  


Australia   :     1.^  I.3  O.9  O.3  3/ 

Iran  2/  :     8.8  8.6  8.0  8.^  5.0 

South  Africa  :     1.0  .8  M  .5  .6 

Spain  :     1.0  .5  .7  .7  .7 

Turkey  ;     2.h  2^  ^.0 

Foreign  total  ;  1^.6         15-5         12.5         1^-3  3/ 


United  Stages   :       .8  .8  .5  .8  3/ 

Grand  total  ;    15.^         16. 3         13-0         15-1  3/ 

1/  Marketing  year  beginning  January  1  in  Australia  and  South  Africa;  March  21 
in  Iran;  July  1  in  the  United  States;  September  1  in  Turkey  and  October  1 
in  Spain. 

2/  Attache  estimate. 

3/  Data  not  available. 
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CURRANTS: 

PRODUCTION 

(In  1,000  metric  tons) 

Countiy 

;  1972 

;  1973  ; 

197^ 

;  1975 

:  1976i/ 

 ':  7.6 

3.6 

6.0 

h.2 

 :  73.2 

75.0 

87.5 

67.9 

59.6 

 :  .7 

.5 

.7 

.9 

1.0 

Total  ... 

 :  81.5 

80.9 

91.8 

7^.8 

(h.8 

1/  Estimate.  : 

2/  Aq  early  report  from  Australia  iMicates  1977  prodijction  is  estimated  at 
6,000  tons. 


CURRAM'S:    EXPORTS  FROM  AUSTRALIA  MD  C31EECE 


(In  1,000  metric  tons) 


Comtry 

Year  i/ 

.  1972/73  ;  1973/7^  :  197V75 ;  1975/76  ;  1976/77^ 

3.7       1.9       0.1       1.8  0.9 

62.7         U6.^         ^7.6       2/tj^.O  %.0 

•     66.^        kS.h        h7.7         5^.8  50.9 

1/  Marketing  year  beginning  Jan-uary  1  in  A"ustralia  and  September  1  in  Greece. 
2/  Attache  estijmte. 
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FIGS,  DRIED:    ESTIMATED  CCMMERCIAL  PRODQCTION 
IN  SPECIFIED  COUmiES 

 (In  1.000  metric  tons)  


Country  ]    1972     j    1973     !    19?+     i    1975     !  1976i/ 


Greece   :  2h.9  20.1  I8.7  20.1  22.5 

Italy  :  10.^  9.0  9-0  10.8  8.6 

Portugal  :  3-0  7-0  h.5  6.0  1.6 

Spain  :  1.5  ^.0  3-0  ^.0  2.0 

Turkey  :  55.0  ^-5.0  ^2.5  50.0  60.0 

Foreign  total  ;  9^.8  85.1  77-7  90.9  9^-7 


United  States   :     10.1         11.^         11.8         16.^  8.^ 

Grand  total  ;    10^-.9         96.^         89.5       101.3        103. 0 


1/  Estimated. 


FIGS,  DRIET^  EXPORTS  FROM  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES 
 (In  1.000  metric  tons) 


Year  2/ 


Comtry              :  1972/73  ;  1973/7^-  ;  197V75  *  1975/7^.  1976/77-^ 

Greece  :     7-5           7.3  7.7  h/10.0  12.0 

Italy  :       .3           1-3  1.^  1.5  1.2 

Portugal  3/  :     1.5           2.6  I.3  2.3  .7 

Spain  3/  :       .6           3.5  2.0  3.5  1.7 

Turkey  :    ^1.6         ^5.5  %.6  29.8  ^7.0 

 Total  :    51.5         50,2  ^7.0  ^7.1  52.6 

1/  Includes  fig  paste  and  industrial  grade  figs. 

2/  Marketing  year  beginning  September  1.  | 
V  Attache  estimate. 
h/  Official  trade  data. 
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mUKES,  DRIED:  COMMERCIAL  PRODUCTION  IN  SELECTED  COUNTRIES 
 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  


Comtiy  :  1973  i  197^  1975  i  1976i/ 
 •  •  •  •  


Argentina  :  0.7              5.0             ^.5  5-9 

Australia   :  3-2              2.7              2.8  2.7 

Chile   :  3.6              ^+.1              k.2  h.5 

France  :  21.0            22.0                .  5  25.0 

South  Africa,  Republic  of  :  .9              1.6              2.1  1.8 

Yugoslavia  :        7.6  12^6  21,,2  5.0 


Foreign  total  ;      37-0  51.0  35-3  ^.9 


United  States   ;     I88.8        2/128.8  Z/lM."^ 


Grand  total  *     225.8  179.8  170.5  176. 


1/  Estimate. 

2/  Only  California  data  available. 


PRUNES,  DRIED:    E5CP0RTS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  PRODUCING  COUNTRIES 

 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  

:  Year  V 


Comtry                :  1973/71^.  :    197V75  i    1975/762/;  1976/77^ 

Argentina   :  3-^  5-6  3.1  ^.2 

Australia   :  .5  .2  y.l  .1 

Chile   :  I.7  1.1  3-3  !+/ 

France   :  .8  2.0  1.6  3-5 

Yugoslavia  :  2.9  II18  12,8  2.0 

Foreign  total  '  9.3  20.7  20.9  !i/ 


United  States   :      5^.7  ^^.2         3/59.0  }l/ 

Grand  total  ;     63. 0  63.9  79-9  h/ 

1/  Marketing  year  beginning  January  1  in  Argentina,  Australia  and  Chile; 

September  1  in  the  United  States;  and  October  1  in  France  and  Yugoslavia, 
2/  Attache  estimate, 
y  Official  trade  data. 
V  I^ta  not  available. 


RAISINS:    COMMERCIAL  PRODUCTION 

 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  

Country  and  type  *    1972     j    1973     !    197^     !    1975     \  197^^ 


Australia  2/  : 

Lexias   :  6.2           5-^  2.7  3-6  5-6 

Sultanas   :  92.9  50.6  56.^  60.5 

Afghanistan  3/  :  ^2.5  ^9-5  ^-3  60.0  80.0 

Greece   :  71-5  57-8  109-0  87. 0  81. 3 

Iran  :  ^5-0  ^5-0  55-0  58.5  60.0 

South  Africa   .:  12.6  l^-.9  5-^  9-5  6.5 

Spain  :  3-0  6.0  h.7  3-8  3-6 

Turkey  ;  106.0  85.0  85.0  110.0  80. 0 


Foreign  total  ;    379-7       308.0       36O.7       388.8  377.5 


IMted  States   95.6        20^.7        219.7        258.2  yi9^.7 


Grand  total  ;    ^75-3        511-7        580.^       6^+7.0  572.2 


1/  Estimate. 

2/  An  early  report  from  Australia  estimates  lexia  production  between  3  5 000  and 
^,000  tons  and  sultana  production  at  5^,000  tons  in  1977- 

3/  Raisin  production  for  the  years  1972,  1973  and  197^  were  derived  by 

dividing  by  four  the  quantity  of  fresh  grapes  processed  for  raisins.  The 
1975  and  1976  estimates  were  supplied  by  the  Afghan  Raisin  Export  Promotion 
Institute . 

h/  Trade  estimates  for  marketable  U.S.  raisins,  including  natural  Thompson 
seedless,  dipped,  golden,  muscat  and  currants  is  120,000  tons.  The 
Statistical  Reporting  Service  estimate  for  all  raisins,  including  sub- 
standard raisins  diverted  to  nonfood  uses,  is  19^,666  tons. 


RAISINS:    EXPORTS  FROM  EIGHT  PRODUCING  COUNTRIES 


 (In  1,000  metric  tons)  

:  Year  1/ 

Country         -     :  1972/73  •  1973/7^  ;  197V75  ;  1975/7^,  1976/77^^ 


Afghanistan  :  35.I  38.6  ^1.8  h/  60.0 

Australia  :  7^-.l  39.8  26.8  3A1-2  k6.5 

Greece  :  55.5  ^5.7  73.6  80. 0  75-0 

Iran  :  ^-1.9  h^.O  hl.l  ^9.6  ^5.5 

South  Africa  :  5.9  7.9  .1  3/+.^+  2.0 

Spain  :  I.5  2.1  l,h  1.1  I.3 

Turkey  :  110.6  58.2  6?.^  3/95.2  8O.O 

Foreign  total  .... :  32^-.6  237-3  2^6.1  V  310.3 


United  States   :     21.2         ^-5.2  50.2      l/6^+.9  ^ 

Grand  total  ;    3^.5.8        282.5        298.3  h/  h/ 


1/  Marketing  year  beginning  January  1  in  Australia  and  South  Africa;  September 
1  in  Greece,  Turkey  and  the  United  States;  September  23  in  Iran;  and 
October  1  in  Afghanistan  and  Spain. 

2/  Attache  estimate. 

y  Official  data. 

5/  Data  not  available. 
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